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Coconuts and other palms

This nematode is known to spread along with the South

American Palm Weevil (Rhynchophorus palmarum) which

is not found in Hawaii.

Other recorded vectors are ants, spiders, other weevils,

but the South American Palm weevil is the most common

High-risk Commodities

Causes red ring diseases in several species of tropical

palms, including date, Canary Island date, and Cuban

royal, but is most common in oil and coconut palms.

Nematodes normally attack coconut trees between 3-7

years old, they normally die after 6-8 weeks after

symptoms show

Red ring nematodes invade both palm tissue and roots

and block water pathways, reducing the palm 's water

absorption. The heaviest concentration of nematodes can

be found within a foot of the highest part of the internal

red ring which is a classic symptom of red ring disease.

Impacts

A tiny nematode that infects and

kills tropical palm trees. Spread

by its insect vector.
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Red Ring Nematode
Bursaphelenchus cocophilis

Not known to be

present in Hawai‘i

Leaves turning yellow and wilting

South American Palm Weevil

(Rhynchophorus palmarum)
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Monitor for South American Palm Weevil

Monitor palms for external symptoms of Red Ring

Nematode

Report suspected trees to 643pest.org, or by phone to

643-PEST (7378). 

Best Managment Practices

The nematode is 1mm long and lives within palm trees

and insect vectors

There is a distinct red/brown colored band inside of

infected trunks.

 Older leaves become short and deformed and turn

yellow-bronze, then deep reddish-brown. Eventually

spreads to young leaves

Leaves eventually wilt and die

 Internal symptoms can take 2-3 weeks to appear and

external symptoms can take up to 2 months to appear

Identification

Central America

South America

Mexico

The South American Palm Weevil has been detected

in California and Texas, but not established

Distribution

Not known to be present in Hawai‘i

https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/creatures/nematode/red_ring_nematode.htm

https://www.cabi.org/isc/datasheet/47035#todescription
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