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Chev.

SCORE: 3.0
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Common Name(s):

Taxon: Euphorbia sudanica A. Chev.

sudanica milk bush
sudanica milk tree

sudanica spurge

Family: Euphorbiaceae

Synonym(s): Euphorbia trapifolia A.Chev.

Assessor: Chuck Chimera
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Status: Approved

Designation: L

End Date: 11 Oct 2024

Rating: Low Risk

Keywords: Spiny Shrub, Succulent, Toxic Sap, Medicinal Uses, Ballistic Dispersal

Question

Answer Option

Answer

101 Is the species highly domesticated? y=-3,n=0 n
102 Has the species become naturalized where grown?
103 Does the species have weedy races?

Species suited to tropical or subtropical climate(s) - If
201 island is primarily wet habitat, then substitute "wet tropical" | 0 = low, 1 = intermediate, 2 = high (see Appendix 2) High

for "tropical or subtropical”

202 Quiality of climate match data 0 = low, 1 = intermediate, 2 = high (see Appendix 2) High
203 Broad climate suitability (environmental versatility) y=1,n=0 n
204 Native or naturalized in recg?ilr?qr;stev;lth tropical or subtropical y=1n=0 y
205 Does the speciesc; Stas\il:eaitgiitaot?rglfrr;?g:’;ed introductions y=2,2=-1,n=0 n
301 Naturalized beyond native range y = T*multiplier (see Appendix 2), n = question 205 n
302 Garden/amenity/disturbance weed y = 1*multiplier (see Appendix 2), n =0 n
303 Agricultural/forestry/horticultural weed y = 2*multiplier (see Appendix 2), n =0 n
304 Environmental weed y = 2*multiplier (see Appendix 2), n =0 n
305 Congeneric weed y = 1*multiplier (see Appendix 2), n =0 y
401 Produces spines, thorns or burrs y=1,n=0 y
402 Allelopathic
403 Parasitic y=1,n=0 n
404 Unpalatable to grazing animals y=1,n=-1 y
405 Toxic to animals y=1,n=0 y
406 Host for recognized pests and pathogens
407 Causes allergies or is otherwise toxic to humans y=1,n=0 y
408 Creates a fire hazard in natural ecosystems
409 Is a shade tolerant plant at some stage of its life cycle y=1,n=0 n

Report Generated: 11 Oct 2024

(Euphorbia sudanica A. Chev.)

Page 1 of 12




TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A. SCORE: 3.0 RATING: Low Risk
Chev.

Question Answer Option

410 Tolerates a wid_e. range of soil condi_tio_ns (or limestone y=1n=0 n

conditions if not a volcanic island)
411 Climbing or smothering growth habit y=1,n=0 n
412 Forms dense thickets y=1,n=0 n
501 Aquatic y=5n=0 n
502 Grass y=1,n=0 n
503 Nitrogen fixing woody plant y=1,n=0 n
504 Geophyte (herbacte)lcj)ll:)ss,vvciglnlir;fjg:g[;%ir:g)storage organs -- y=1n=0 n
601 Evidence of substantlalhftp))i;g?uctlve failure in native y=1n=0 n
602 Produces viable seed y=1,n=-1 y
603 Hybridizes naturally
604 Self-compatible or apomictic
605 Requires specialist pollinators y=-1,n=0 n
606 Reproduction by vegetative fragmentation y=1,n=-1 n
607 Minimum generative time (years)
701 Propagules Iikel_y tq be dispersed.unintentionally (plants

growing in heavily trafficked areas)
702 Propagules dispersed intentionally by people y=1,n=-1 y
703 Propagules likely to disperse as a produce contaminant y=1,n=-1 n
704 Propagules adapted to wind dispersal
705 Propagules water dispersed y=1,n=-1 n
706 Propagules bird dispersed y=1,n=-1 n
707 Propagules dispersed by other animals (externally) y=1,n=-1 n
708 Propagules survive passage through the gut y=1,n=-1 n
801 Prolific seed production (>1000/m2)
802 Evidence that a persistent propagule bank is formed (>1 yr)
803 Well controlled by herbicides
804 Tolerates, or benefits from, mutilation, cultivation, or fire
805 Effective natural enemies present locally (e.g. introduced

biocontrol agents)
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A.

Chev.

SCORE: 3.0 RATING: Low Risk

Supporting Data:

Qsn # Question Answer
101 Is the species highly domesticated? n
Source(s) Notes
[Cultivated. No evidence of domestication]
"Habitat. Sudanese savannahs, on arid or rocky soi Is.
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West Distribution. From Senegal to Niger. Locally common, often
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands gregarious.
Uses. Latex Highly causti c. Stems (ashes) Leprosy. Often planted
along avenues and as boundary markers."
102 Has the species become naturalized where grown?
Source(s) Notes
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication NA
103 Does the species have weedy races?
Source(s) Notes
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication NA
Species suited to tropical or subtropical climate(s) - If
201 island is primarily wet habitat, then substitute "wet tropical" High
for "tropical or subtropical"
Source(s) Notes
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West "Distribution. From Senegal to Niger. Locally common, often
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands gregarious."
202 Quality of climate match data High
Source(s) Notes
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West "Distribution. From Senegal to Niger. Locally common, often
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands gregarious."
203 Broad climate suitability (environmental versatility) n
Source(s) Notes
Neuwinger, H.D. (1996). African Ethnobotany: Poisons and tE' sSuc(Ijanlca groyvsﬂ;n roc%?.r(?l?hs OSftT]e I'Sahlgl Z(t)ng T thg n?)rth apd
Drugs: Chemistry, Pharmacology, Toxicology. CRC Press © sudan zone In the south. [The Sahel's climate is ropical, semi-
’ ’ ’ |arid, and characterized by extreme temperatures, fluctuating rainfall,
Boca Raton, FL
and drought]
204 Native or naturalized in regions with tropical or subtropical
climates y
Source(s) Notes

Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands

"Habitat. Sudanese savannahs, on arid or rocky soi Is.
Distribution. From Senegal to Niger. Locally common, often
gregarious"
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A.
Cheuv.

Question
Does the species have a history of repeated introductions

SCORE: 3.0

RATING: Low Risk

205 outside its natural range? n
Source(s) Notes
While it's not a widely cultivated species, it's sometimes grown in
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication botanical gardens and by plant collectors in regions with similar
climates, such as arid or semi-arid areas.
301 Naturalized beyond native range n
Source(s) Notes
Randall, R.P. (2017). A Global Compendium of Weeds. 3rd No evidence
Edition. Perth, Western Australia. R.P. Randall
Gallaher, T.J., Brock, K., Kennedy, B.H., Imada, C.T.,
Imada, K., & Walvoord, N. (2024). Plants of Hawai'i. No evidence
http://www.plantsofhawaii.org. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024]
302 Garden/amenity/disturbance weed n
Source(s) Notes
Randall, R.P. (2017). A Global Compendium of Weeds. 3rd No evidence
Edition. Perth, Western Australia. R.P. Randall
CABI. (2024). Invasive Species Compendium. Wallingford,
UK: CAB International. No evidence
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/product/qi. [Accessed 10
Oct 2024]
303 Agricultural/forestry/horticultural weed n
Source(s) Notes
Randall, R.P. (2017). A Global Compendium of Weeds. 3rd No evidence
Edition. Perth, Western Australia. R.P. Randall
CABI. (2024). Invasive Species Compendium. Wallingford,
UK: CAB International. No evidence
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/product/qi. [Accessed 10
Oct 2024]
304 Environmental weed n
Source(s) Notes
Euphorbia sudanica is not listed as an invasive or weedy species
anywhere in the world. While it's native to arid regions of Africa, it's
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication not knqwn to have spreapl aggressively or caused S|gn!f|cant .
ecological harm outside its natural range. However, it is not widely
cultivated, which reduces the chances of it escaping into natural
areas.
Randall, R.P. (2017). A Global Compendium of Weeds. 3rd No evidence
Edition. Perth, Western Australia. R.P. Randall
CABI. (2024). Invasive Species Compendium. Wallingford,
UK: CAB International. No evidence
https://www.cabidigitallibrary.org/product/qi. [Accessed 10
Oct 2024]
305 Congeneric weed y
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A.

Chev.

Question

Source(s)

SCORE: 3.0

RATING: Low Risk

Answer

Notes

Weber, E. (2017). Invasive Plant Species of the World, 2nd
Edition: A Reference Guide to Environmental Weeds. CABI

Publishing, Wallingford, UK

[Euphorbia esula] "Leafy spurge has become one of the worst
invaders in northern America causing both ecological and economic
damage."

Randall, R.P. (2017). A Global Compendium of Weeds. 3rd

Edition. Perth, Western Australia. R.P. Randall

Numerous Euphorbia species have become invasive weeds

401 Produces spines, thorns or burrs y
Source(s) Notes
"Description. Spiny succulent shrub, 1- 2(- 3) m high, with more or
less candelabra-shaped habit, very short bole, with numerous erect
and ramified branches, cream coloured or pale beige, full of white
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West Ig;tex. Bark Green to ;()j?jl_er?rey on c;lld trr]ees, ;mooth, gllabrousl: Sdt?mf
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands aucous green to reddish-green, fleshy and more or less cylindrical,
’ ’ 1-2 cm in diameter, covered with almost triangular protuberances,
arranged spirally and jutting out 5- 10 mm. Thorns In pairs, 5- 10 mm
long, set on the top of each protuberance, caducous. The old
branches are thorn less."
402 Allelopathic
Source(s) Notes
Unknown. Many species within the Euphorbia genus are widely
studied for their allelopathic potential due to the presence of various
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication phytochemicals such as terpenoids, phenolic acids, and alkaloids.
General studies on the Euphorbia genus suggest a pattern of
allelopathy,
403 Parasitic n
Source(s) Notes
"Description. Spiny succulent shrub, 1- 2(- 3) m high, with more or
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West less candelabra-shaped habit, very short bole, with numerous erect
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands and ramified branches, cream coloured or pale beige, full of white
latex." [Euphorbiaceae. No evidence]
404 Unpalatable to grazing animals y
Source(s) Notes
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West [Pr"esumably unpalatable to browsing animals] "Latex Highly caustic.
. . ... "Latex Repellent used for the treatment of peanuts to prevent them
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands . P
from being eaten by monkeys and birds.
405 Toxic to animals y
Source(s) Notes
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West "Latex Highly caustic." ... "Latex Repellent used for the treatment of
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands peanuts to prevent them from being eaten by monkeys and birds."
Tropical Plants Database, Ken Fern. (2024). Euphorbia " . . . . . .
sudanica. https://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php? bg?ﬁgf{éca:"nsngﬁrf;'seusstz.(.j as an ingredient of arrow poison and in
id=Euphorbia+sudanica. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024] pping P
406 Host for recognized pests and pathogens
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A.

SCORE: 3.0
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Chev.
Question
Source(s) Notes
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication Unknown
407 Causes allergies or is otherwise toxic to humans y
Source(s) Notes
"In general, this species is considered to be too poisonous for
medicinal use, though the following applications have been recorded.
Tropical Plants Database, Ken Fern. (2024). Euphorbia A preliminary test of the latex showed the presence of diterpene
sudanica. https://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php? esters of the alcohol 12-deoxyphorbol[299]. A decoction of the stem
id=Euphorbia+sudanica. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024] ash, combined with the leaves of Sarcocephalus latifolius, is used to
wash the body to treat leprosy[299]. Stem or root decoctions, or the
latex, are applied to wounds and sores[299]."
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West "atex Highlv caustic."
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands gnly )
408 Creates a fire hazard in natural ecosystems
Source(s) Notes
. . "Habitat. Sudanese savannahs, on arid or rocky soils. Distribution.
Arb_onmer, M. (2004). Trees, Shr_ubs and Lianas of West From Senegal to Niger. Locally common, often gregarious." [In dry
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands . .
habitats, but fire ecology unknown]
409 Is a shade tolerant plant at some stage of its life cycle n
Source(s) Notes
"E. sudanica grows in rocky areas of the Sahel zone in the north and
the Sudan zone in the south." [Euphorbia sudanica is not generally
Neuwinger, H.D. (1996). African Ethnobotany: Poisons and |considered a shade-tolerant plant. Like many species in the
Drugs: Chemistry, Pharmacology, Toxicology. CRC Press, |Euphorbia genus, it is adapted to thrive in arid and semi-arid
Boca Raton, FL environments with plenty of sunlight. These environments often have
intense light, and plants in this genus are usually well-adapted to such
conditions, requiring full or partial sun for optimal growth.]
Sglr;gaf]it\s/vgnéﬁgl (2024). Euphorbia sudanica - Uses, "It grows in full sun to partial shade and prefers a well-drained soil.
; ” . . Propagation is by seed, which should be sown in spring in a warm,
https://www.selinawamucii.com/plants/euphorbiaceae/euph sunnv location.”
orbia-sudanica/. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024] Y )
410 Tolerates a wide range of soil conditions (or limestone n
conditions if not a volcanic island)
Source(s) Notes

Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands

"Habitat. Sudanese savannahs, on arid or rocky soils."

Selina Wamucii. (2024). Euphorbia sudanica - Uses,
Benefits & Care.
https://www.selinawamucii.com/plants/euphorbiaceae/euph
orbia-sudanica/. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024]

"It grows in full sun to partial shade and prefers a well-drained soil."
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SCORE: 3.0
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Answer

411 Climbing or smothering growth habit n
Source(s) Notes
"Description. Spiny succulent shrub, 1- 2(- 3) m high, with more or
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West less candelabra-shaped habit, very short bole, with numerous erect
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands and ramified branches, cream coloured or pale beige, full of white
latex."
412 Forms dense thickets n
Source(s) Notes
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West "Locally common. often areqarious.”
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands y ’ greg )
[Density is low] "SUMMARY: The diversity and structure of woody
vegetation were studied in the national park of Arly in relation to the
ecological conditions. After vegetation classification by DCA analysis,
diversity parameters, density, basal area and size class distribution of
each plant community were determined. We characterised 10 plant
communities whose distribution is governed by a topo-edaphic
gradient. The patterns of size class distribution show that the stands
of all plant communities are in a stable situation. This result shows the
Ouedraogo, O., Thiombiano, A., Hahn-Hadjali, K., & adaptation of the vegetation units to the local environmental
Guinko, S. (2008). Diversity and structure of the woody conditions as fire regime and soil properties. Woodlands of
plant communities in the National Park of Arly. Flora et Tamarindus indica and Combretum paniculatum and riparian forests
Vegetatio Sudano-Sambesica, 11, 5-16 of Vitex chrysocarpa and Garcinia livingstonei possess the high est
density and the highest diversity of tree species. In contrary, wooded
grasslands of Euphorbia sudanica and Combretum niorense and
humid wooded grasslands of Acacia sieberiana are very poor in
species and their density is low. These results supported by
correlation analysis show a significant relation between diversity and
structure. Topo-edaphic conditions are one of the principal
environmental factors which drive the diversity and the structure of
plant communities."
501 Aquatic n
Source(s) Notes
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West R . . -
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands [Terrestrial] "Habitat. Sudanese savannahs, on arid or rocky soils.
502 Grass n
Source(s) Notes
GBIF Secretariat (2024). Euphorbia sudanica A.Chev.
GBIF Backbone Taxonomy. Checklist dataset. Euphorbiaceae
https://www.gbif.org/species/3068468. [Accessed 3 Oct P
2024]
503 Nitrogen fixing woody plant n
Source(s) Notes

GBIF Secretariat (2024). Euphorbia sudanica A.Chev.
GBIF Backbone Taxonomy. Checklist dataset.
https://www.gbif.org/species/3068468. [Accessed 3 Oct
2024]

Euphorbiaceae
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Geophyte (herbaceous with underground storage organs -

SCORE: 3.0

RATING: Low Risk

504 bulbs, corms, or tubers) n
Source(s) Notes
"Description. Spiny succulent shrub, 1- 2(- 3) m high, with more or
Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West less candelabra-shaped habit, very short bole, with numerous erect
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands and ramified branches, cream coloured or pale beige, full of white
latex."
601 Evidence of substantial reproductive failure in native n
habitat
Source(s) Notes
GBIF Secretariat (2024). Euphorbia sudanica A.Chev.
GBIF Backbone Taxonomy. Checklist dataset. IUCN status - Least Concern
https://www.gbif.org/species/3068468. [Accessed 3 Oct
2024]
602 Produces viable seed y
Source(s) Notes
Selina Wamucii. (2024). Euphorbia sudanica - Uses,
Benefits & Care. "Propagation is by seed, which should be sown in spring in a warm,
https://www.selinawamucii.com/plants/euphorbiaceae/euph |sunny location. "
orbia-sudanica/. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024]
Tropical Plants Database, Ken Fern. (2024). Euphorbia
sudanica. https://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php? "Propagation Seed -"
id=Euphorbia+sudanica. [Accessed 3 Oct 2024]
603 Hybridizes naturally
Source(s) Notes
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication Unknown
604 Self-compatible or apomictic
Source(s) Notes
"In Euphorbiaceae, with open-pollinated strictly unisexual flowers,
S - self-incompatibility is rare, and earlier reports of it appear to be
\5:225:; l;‘léﬁ%)'v(gp %).FTQV?/;?nm”II:ﬁ:ningCZ zri'gfs_()f incorrect. Self-incompatibility has been shown to be absent or
Malpighiales S-rin 'er New Yorkg ) ) incomplete in Chamaesyce (herbaceous species, Ehrenfeld 1976),
P9 - SPringer, Hevea (Bouharmont 1962), and Manihot (Jennings 1963; George and
Shifriss 1967)."
605 Requires specialist pollinators n
Source(s) Notes
"In Euphorbiaceae, with open-pollinated strictly unisexual flowers,
N . self-incompatibility is rare, and earlier reports of it appear to be
sgg::tﬁlgr }Ig.las(ne?s.).\/(cz)lo %)'F-Il—gv?’;?nm"g:nigdg Z?gfs_c’f incorrect. Self-incompatibility has been shown to be absent or
Malbighiales S.rin ‘er New Yorkg ) ) incomplete in Chamaesyce (herbaceous species, Ehrenfeld 1976),
Y - Springer, Hevea (Bouharmont 1962), and Manihot (Jennings 1963; George and
Shifriss 1967)."
606 Reproduction by vegetative fragmentation n
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A. SCORE: 3.0 RATING: Low Risk
Chev.

Question

Source(s) Notes

Tropical Plants Database, Ken Fern. (2024). Euphorbia
sudanica. https://tropical.theferns.info/viewtropical.php? "Propagation Seed"
id=Euphorbia+sudanica. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024]

607 Minimum generative time (years)
Source(s) Notes
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication Unknown
701 Propagules likely to be dispersed unintentionally (plants

growing in heavily trafficked areas)

Source(s) Notes

"Fruit The fruit is little known. In the Flora of West Tropical Africa, 2.
ed., the fruit of B. paganorum is said to be subglobose to ovoid, 15 x
12 mm, and that of E. sudanica deeply 3-lobed and 3 x 5 mm."

Arbonnier, M. (2004). Trees, Shrubs and Lianas of West
African Dry Zones. CTA, Wageningen, The Netherlands

702 Propagules dispersed intentionally by people y

Source(s) Notes

Selina Wamucii. (2024). Euphorbia sudanica - Uses,
Benefits & Care.
https://www.selinawamucii.com/plants/euphorbiaceae/euph
orbia-sudanica/. [Accessed 10 Oct 2024]

"Euphorbia sudanica is used as an ornamental plant in gardens, as a
hedge plant, and as a ground cover. It is also used as a medicinal
plant to treat skin diseases, wounds, and ulcers."

703 Propagules likely to disperse as a produce contaminant n

Source(s) Notes

There is no strong evidence suggesting that Euphorbia sudanica is
commonly known as a seed contaminant in agricultural or seed
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication production systems. However, some species in the Euphorbia genus
can produce seeds that may inadvertently mix with crop seeds,
particularly in regions where they grow as weeds.

704 Propagules adapted to wind dispersal

Source(s) Notes

Euphorbia sudanica seeds are primarily dispersed through a
mechanism known as explosive dehiscence, a common dispersal
strategy in many Euphorbia species. Wind may facilitate movement of
seeds.

WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication

705 Propagules water dispersed n

Source(s) Notes

Unlikely. Water dispersal (hydrochory) is not a primary method of
seed dispersal for Euphorbia sudanica. This species mainly relies on
explosive dehiscence for seed dispersal, where seeds are ejected
forcefully from the fruit capsules. However, secondary water dispersal
could occur under specific conditions, such as during heavy rainfall or
in areas with surface runoff.

WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A.

Cheuv.
Question Answer
706 Propagules bird dispersed n
Source(s) Notes
No evidence. Unlike plants that produce fleshy, attractive fruits that
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication birds consume and later disperse via their droppings, Euphorbia
sudanica relies primarily on explosive dehiscence to scatter its seeds.
707 Propagules dispersed by other animals (externally) n
Source(s) Notes
No means of external attachment. Although the seeds could become
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication stuck in animal fur or feathers and be carried to new locations, this
dispersal method is probably uncommon for this species.
708 Propagules survive passage through the gut n
Source(s) Notes
No evidence. Euphorbia sudanica seeds are primarily dispersed by
explosive dehiscence, and its seeds are not known to be particularly
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication weII-adapted to survive the dlggstlve processes of animals. Many
Euphorbia species produce toxic latex, which acts as a deterrent to
herbivores and would likely reduce the likelihood of animals ingesting
the seeds or fruits.
801 Prolific seed production (>1000/m2)
Source(s) Notes
Unknown. Euphorbia sudanica may produce a relatively large number
of seeds, similar to many species within the Euphorbia genus. Plants
in this genus tend to have high seed output as part of their
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication reproductive strategy, particularly in arid and semi-arid environments
where survival rates for seedlings may be low due to harsh conditions.
High seed production increases the chances of some seeds
successfully germinating and establishing new plants.
802 Evidence that a persistent propagule bank is formed (>1 yr)
Source(s) Notes
Possibly. Although there are no specific studies directly confirming the
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication seed bank longevity of Euphorbia sudanica, its ecological adaptations
suggest that it likely forms a persistent seed bank.
803 Well controlled by herbicides
Source(s) Notes
Unknown. While there is limited specific information on Euphorbia
sudanica, herbicide control of Euphorbia species in general can be
challenging due to certain characteristics, such as the latex produced
by Euphorbia species which can make it difficult for herbicides to
. _— penetrate the plant's tissues, reducing the effectiveness of some
WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication contact herbicides. In addition, many Euphorbia species, especially
those adapted to arid environments, have deep or extensive root
systems. Even if the above-ground plant is killed, the roots can
survive and regenerate, making complete eradication difficult with a
single treatment.
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A. SCORE: 3.0 RATING: Low Risk
Chev.

Question

804 Tolerates, or benefits from, mutilation, cultivation, or fire

Source(s) Notes

WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication Unknown

Effective natural enemies present locally (e.g. introduced

805 biocontrol agents)

Source(s) Notes

WRA Specialist. (2024). Personal Communication NA
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TAXON: Euphorbia sudanica A. SCORE: 3.0 RATING: Low Risk

Chev.

Summary of Risk Traits:

Euphorbia sudanica (sudanica milk bush) is a spiny succulent shrub native from Senegal to Niger. It grows on arid or rocky soils
and is locally common, and often gregarious, on Sudanese savannahs. In its native range, it is often planted along avenues and
as boundary markers, and its highly caustic latex is used as a repellent for the treatment of peanuts to prevent them from being
eaten by monkeys and birds.

There are no documented reports of naturalization or invasiveness outside its native range, but this may be due to limited
cultivation elsewhere in the world. Caution should be exercised if growing this plant due to the caustic and toxic latex that could
poison animals and humans, and to the paired thorns covering the stems.

High Risk / Undesirable Traits

» Grows and could potentially spread in regions with arid, tropical climates

» Other Euphorbia species are invasive or high-risk weeds

» Stems covered in 5-10 mm long paired thorns

* Presumably unpalatable to animals due to latex and thorns

* Latex caustic and toxic to animals and people

* Reproduces by seed

» Seeds dispersed by ballistic dehiscence and through intentional cultivation

» Gaps in biological and ecological information may reduce accuracy of the risk prediction

Low Risk Traits
* No reports of invasive or negative impacts where cultivated (but limited evidence outside native range)

» Grows best in high light environments (dense shade may inhibit spread)

Second Screening Results for Tree / tree-like shrub

A) Shade tolerant OR known to form dense stands? No.

B) Bird- OR clearly wind-dispersed? Not bird- or clearly wind dispersed.
C) Life cycle <4 years? Unknown

Outcome = Accept (Low Risk)
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